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No one can keep track of all legal developments within the European Union, and any collection on the law of the Union will thus have to be frequent and highly selective. This student edition of 'EU Treaties and Legislation' presents the most essential primary and secondary sources of Union law. Part I contains the Union's primary law in consolidated form (with the exception of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community). Part II offers a selection of the essential pieces of Union legislation in five core areas that are of particular importance to undergraduate and graduate studies. Each legislative act is presented in its 'Lisbonised' and 'consolidated' form. An appendix contains extracts of the two central United Kingdom Acts dealing with the European Union.
Thankful acknowledgement is made to the European Union for their kind permission to reproduce primary and secondary Union law from their EUR-Lex website. (It goes without saying that this student text is not 'authentic' and therefore produces no legal effects. This is the exclusive privilege of the Official Journal of the European Union.) With a similar disclaimer in mind, I am equally thankful to Her Majesty's Stationery Office for allowing me to reproduce extracts from its legislation.gov.uk website. I would like to thank Valerie Appleby and Sinéad Moloney for their wonderful support; and I am particularly indebted to Eszter Harsanyi-Belteki for her excellent editorial assistance. Her 'Tables of Equivalences' are -in my opinion -the most refined and accurate Tables that presently exist. They can be found at the very end of the book.
How to Understand and Read the EU Treaties
The EU Treaties constitute the primary -or constitutional -law of the Union. The formula 'the Treaties' commonly refers to two Treaties: the Treaty on European Union (TEU) and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU).
The Treaties are the result of a long 'chain-novel' of consecutive treaties. They started out from three 'Founding Treaties' that created the European Coal and Steel Community According to Article 51 TEU, Protocols to the Treaties 'shall form an integral part thereof'; and the best way to make sense of them is to see them as legally binding 'footnotes' to a particular article or section of the Treaties. By contrast, the Charter is 'external' to the Treaties; yet it also has 'the same legal value as the Treaties'. The structure of the Treaties is shown in Table 1 
How to Read EU Treaties xi
The Union distinguishes between two Official Journal series: the L-Series and the C-Series. The former contains all legally binding acts adopted by the Union (including its international agreements), while the latter publishes all other information and notices.
Following a classification made by the EU Treaties, the L-Series expressly distinguishes between legislative and non-legislative acts. Legislative acts are (primary) legislation that is adopted according to the ordinary or a special legislative procedure; whereas nonlegislative acts are all other acts -including international agreements as well as executive acts. Legislative as well as non-legislative acts may be adopted in the form of 'regulations', 'directives' and 'decisions'. The type of instrument here used determines the legal effect of legislative and non-legislative acts within the national legal orders. 3 Regulations and decisions are instruments of direct Union law. Directives are instruments of indirect Union law, which require national implementation. The structure of the Official Journal's L-Series can be seen in Table 2 .1. Union secondary law will typically have a substantive title that is complemented by two figures. Where the Union act is a regulation, the figure will be: number/year; while for directives and decisions this will be inversed: year/number. International agreements do not follow this technique. Where the year and number are known for a given EU act, the easiest way to find it is to use the Union's EUR-Lex search engine: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/home page.html. Importantly, there may be two or more acts for a given number combination, especially, where a 'legislative' act has been followed by a non-legislative act. For two types of non-legislative acts -namely: 'delegated' and 'implementing' acts -the EU Treaties require that they contain the word 'delegated' or 'implementing' in their title. 4 This is to indicate at first glance that these executive acts have been adopted according to a particular decision-making procedure.
What is the structure of a piece of Union legislation? After its 'Title' there follows a brief summary of the decision-making procedure that led to the adoption of the act including a reference to the legal competence on which it was based. Thereafter comes the 'Preamble', which sets out the reasons for which the Union act has been adopted. The content of the act is subsequently set out in various 'articles', which may be grouped into 'Sections' and 'Chapters'. For very technical Union legislation, there may also be an Annex, which -like a 'Schedule' in a British statute -adds detailed provisions 'outside' the core content of the act.
To illustrate this legislative structure, let us take a closer look at the Services Directive as it would be published in the Official Journal (see Figure 2 .1). 
In accordance with paragraph 34 of the Interinstitutional Agreement on better law-making, Member States are encouraged to draw up, for themselves and in the interest of the [Union], their own tables, which will, as far as possible, illustrate the correlation between the Directive and the transposition measures, and to make them public, HAVE ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:
CHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1 Subject matter 1. This Directive establishes general provisions facilitating the exercise of the freedom of establishment for service providers and the free movement of services, while maintaining a high quality of services. 2. This Directive does not deal with the liberalisation of services of general economic interest, reserved to public or private entities, nor with the privatisation of public entities providing services. . . .
Article 4 Definitions
For the purposes of this Directive, the following definitions shall apply: 1) 'service' means any self-employed economic activity, normally provided for remuneration, as referred to in Article [57] of the Treaty . . .
The following numbered paragraphs are the 'preambles' to the Union act. They are meant to 'explain' the intention of the Union legislator.
One of the first articles of the Union act will typically contain a provision that provides 'legislative definitions' of the terms used.
The first article typically sets out what the Union act is supposed to achieve.
Union legislation is typically structured into Chapters; and within Chapters, there may be 'Sections'. If it is a longer piece of secondary law, then there may even be 'Titles' above the Chapter headings. Very specific provisions of the a Union act may be placed within an 'Annex'. These Annexes are like 'Schedules' in UK Statutes.
